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University Costs
Billing Notifications
Since billing is electronic, students are responsible to check their 
student account activity and view their online billing statement on a 
monthly basis. New eBills are generated the first week of every month 
and notifications are sent to the student’s university email if a balance 
is due by the last day of the month.

Delinquent Accounts
All bills are due in full by the last day of the month. If enrolled in a 
payment plan, the scheduled installment amount is due by the last day 
of each month to avoid a late fee. Students are not eligible to register 
for the next semester or obtain their diploma until their student 
account balance is paid in full or their payment plan is made current. 
Delinquent account balances will be transferred to ECSI for future 
monthly billing for nonregistered students.

Historically, University of Northwestern has had minimal difficulty 
receiving total payment on an account as the university makes every 
effort to work with students to resolve any difficulties they may have 
in paying their account in full. It is Northwestern’s policy to pursue 
the collection of all funds due. In the event a student account is past 
due, the university will send the account to a collection agency. If the 
collection of the past due account is unsuccessful, the university will 
pursue legal action. If a student with a delinquent account desires 
to return, payment of all past due balances and prepayment of the 
desired semester’s charges will be required prior to registration. While 
these actions are not taken lightly, it is University of Northwestern’s 
obligation to its other students and supporters, as a good financial 
steward, to pursue the collection of all student accounts.

Payment of Accounts
Payments may be made online, in person, or by mail. All payments 
should reference the student’s UNW ID number. In order to help 
students and their families make convenient arrangements for 
payment of their educational expenses, University of Northwestern 
offers two options:

1.	 Full Payment – Students pay the entire semester balance from 
Northwestern by August 31, 2026 for fall semester or January 
31, 2027 for spring semester. With this payment option, a $40 
late payment fee will be assessed on any unpaid balance.

2.	 Monthly Payment Plans – Students may make up to four monthly 
payments, and there is a $50 enrollment fee per semester. 
Deadline for enrollment in a payment plan is August 30, 2026 
for fall semester or January 30, 2027 for spring semester. 
Students must reenroll in a payment plan each semester. If an 
installment is missed or is late, a $10 late fee will be assessed 
for each installment payment that is late. Failure to remain 
current on the payment plan may result in removal from the 
plan, with the full balance and any applicable late fees becoming 
immediately due. Information about monthly payment plans 
may be obtained from Student Accounts at 651-631-5352 or 
studentaccounts@unwsp.edu.

Students are responsible to pay any charges that post to their account 
after a refund has been issued to them.

	

Adult Undergraduate Tuition
TUITION
Tuition rates are subject to change each Fall semester. More 
information may be found at unwsp.edu/admissions/financial-aid/
tuition-fees/.

Per credit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 $480

ONLINE COURSE TECHNOLOGY FEE 
(see Fees and Other Charges section)

TUITION REIMBURSEMENT
Northwestern encourages students to seek employer-sponsored 
tuition reimbursement. Students who are participating in employer-
sponsored reimbursement plans must arrange to pay their student 
account balance through the full payment option or the monthly 
payment option and then seek reimbursement from their employers. 
To request a payment confirmation statement for an employer, 
students should email their request to studentaccounts@unwsp.
edu. Include name, ID number, course code(s), semester(s) taken, any 
specific documentation required (i.e., financial aid disbursement). 
The PDF document will be sent to the student’s university email in 
compliance with privacy regulations.

	

Dual Enrollment Tuition
TUITION
Per Online Credit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         $480

ONLINE COURSE TECHNOLOGY FEE 
(see Fees and Other Charges section)

EARLY COLLEGE TUITION
Per Online Credit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          $250
Early College students pay for their own textbooks.

ONLINE COURSE TECHNOLOGY FEE 
(see Fees and Other Charges section)
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Traditional Undergraduate Tuition
University of Northwestern offers quality education, comfortable housing, and excellent meals at the lowest possible 
cost. Charges listed are for the 2026–2027 school year.

Traditional Undergraduate Charges
(excludes Nursing students)
TUITION
12–18 billed/attempted credits. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           $19,375
Per credit 19 or over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    $1,025
Per credit 11 or fewer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $1,612
Summer school per credit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  $585

HOUSING
Standard Room . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        $3,554

MEAL PLAN REQUIREMENTS*

Residential Students Dining Funds Dining Fee Total Cost/
Semester

First Year Resident $2,071 $519 $2,590

Other Students $1,634 $407 $2,041

Students 21 or older 
as of the first day of 
fall semester classes

$332 $84 $416

Commuter Students Dining Funds Dining Fee Total Cost/
Semester

First Year Commuter 
Students

$359 $90 $449

Other Commuter 
Students

$332 $84 $416

Optional Plans Dining Funds Dining Fee Total Cost/
Semester

Hearty Eater Meal Plan 
(receives $135 in bonus 
funds)

$2,458 TBD TBD

PSEO Plan $113 $22 $135

*MEAL PLAN INFORMATION
Dining Funds: These are the funds students use to purchase food 
in any of the dining locations on campus. Students receive a 20% 
discount at the cash register and are not subject to sales tax when 
paying with dining funds. Any student with a meal plan can add dining 
funds at any time during the semester, for an additional cost. Dining 
funds can also be used in vending machines, but no discount is applied. 

Dining Fee: This fee covers utility costs, facility maintenance costs, 
equipment purchases and repairs, and administrative costs for our 
dining program.

Exceptions to Meal Plan Requirements

•	 If a commuter student has class on campus fewer than two days 
per week, they may apply for an exemption.

•	 Students with medical dietary restrictions should submit a 
Medical Dietary Accommodation Form to begin the process of 
determining the appropriate course for an accommodation or 
exemption.

A residential student is any student living in University of Northwestern 
residence halls.

A commuter student is any student living off-campus seeking a 
Traditional Undergraduate degree and taking 12 or more credits, 
including both traditional undergraduate and dual enrollment credits.  
Commuter Students seeking a traditional undergraduate degree who 
are taking fewer than 12 credits are not required to have a meal plan, 
but may choose to have a plan. PSEO students who are commuting are 
not required to have a plan, but may choose a PSEO plan.

First Year Students for Fall Semester will continue to be classified 
as First Year Students for Spring Semester. Students who begin as 
first year students in the Spring Semester will be considered First 
Year Students for Spring Semester only. Transfer students are not 
considered a First Year Student.

The Hearty Eater Meal Plan is an optional plan that may be chosen 
by any student. The dining fee would remain as the required fee for 
their classification. Students receive $135 in additional bonus funds 
without cost.

SUMMARY OF TRADITIONAL UNDERGRADUATE 
CHARGES FOR THE YEAR
Tuition (non-nursing). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    $38,750
Room . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 $7,108
Board. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 $5,180
Technology Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            $340
Health Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                $400
Student Activity Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        $210
Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                  $51,988

Nursing Tuition & Related Charges
FALL, SPRING, SUMMER 2026–2027 TUITION
12–18 billed/attempted credits. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          $19,375
Per credit 19 or over. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    $1,025
Per credit 11 or fewer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $1,612

POST-BACCALAUREATE PER SEMESTER
(FALL, SPRING, SUMMER)
(per credit)	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           $645

NURSING ADMINISTRATIVE FEE*. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             $1,000
(one-time, non-refundable; excludes post-baccalaureate nursing) 

CLINICAL FEE (per clinical course). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       $260

CLINICAL MAKEUP FEE** (per hour). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25

NURSING ATI FEE (per term) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     $825

*Nursing Administrative Fee and Student Activity Fee do not apply to 
Post-Baccalaureate students.

**This fee covers additional costs incurred to arrange and supervise 
makeup clinical or simulation hours.

Note: Fees are nonrefundable and are subject to change.



19	 University of Northwestern – St. Paul Undergraduate Catalog 2026-2027

Enrollment Deposit
In order to secure a place in the University of Northwestern student 
body, a $200 enrollment deposit is required by May 1 for new students 
entering fall semester and prior to initial registration for new students 
entering spring semester. This deposit will be applied to the first 
semester’s tuition following the first day of the semester.

Refund of Deposit
New students who cancel their admission receive full refund of the 
enrollment deposit if the written notice of cancellation is postmarked 
to the Office of Admissions no later than May 1 for fall semester or 
prior to registration for spring semester.

Refund of Tuition and Fees
SEE 2026–2027 CHARTS ON PAGE 20
If a student withdraws from a course after classes begin, a refund of 
the tuition, if any, is determined as of the withdrawal date. Fees are 
non-refundable after the 100% refund period.

If a student needs to withdraw from the university, the student must 
complete a withdrawal form online. The tuition refund is based on the 
student’s effective withdrawal date as approved by the Director of 

Traditional Student Retention or a Student Experience Dean. Board 
and room payments are refunded in proportion to the time the student 
has been in residence.

Within one month after termination, a statement will be available for 
the student  on their student  account. A student account balance that 
is not paid in full within sixty days is transferred to ECSI for future 
monthly billing. The student account must be paid in full before a 
diploma can be released. Questions may be directed to Student 
Accounts at 651-631-5352 or studentaccounts@unwsp.edu.

There is no charge for a second-half-semester course canceled during 
the first half of the semester.

Refund Policy
In the event that a student withdraws from the university, there is 
a calculation to determine what portion(s) of financial aid will be 
returned to the respective aid programs. The Financial Aid Office will 
determine this.

Note:  For students considering withdrawing from a course, it’s highly 
recommended to contact a UNW Financial Aid Counselor beforehand, 
to calculate and discuss the financial impact of withdrawing.  Contact 
the Financial Aid Office at 651-631-5212 or financialaid@unwsp.edu.

	

Fees and Other Charges
GENERAL FEES
Chapel Fine (for each absence; not to exceed $140 per Quad). . . . . . . . . . . . . .               $20
Diploma Replacement Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $10
DSST Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        $40
Enrollment Deposit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        $200
   (BEFORE INITIAL REGISTRATION, APPLIED TO FIRST SEMESTER TUITION)
Excess Printing Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 $0.015 (B&W)/$0.057 (color)
   (PER PAGE FEE IN EXCESS OF $30 PER SEMESTER)
Graduation Administration Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $75
Health Fee (PER SEMESTER). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    $200
Lost MC Key during School Year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              $8
Lost Room Key during School Year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            $25
Miscellaneous Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              vary by activity
Non-Returned MC Key at Student Departure. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   $25
Non-Returned Room Key at Student Departure. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 $50
Off-Campus Studies Administrative Fee (NONREFUNDABLE). . . . . . .        $800
Parking Fee Commuter (PER SEMESTER). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         $165
Parking Fee Resident (PER SEMESTER). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           $195
Payment Plan Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           $50
Replacement ID Card. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        $25
Student Activity Fee (PER SEMESTER; EXCLUDES POST-BACCALAUREATE NURSING). .   $105
Technology Fee—Commuter (PER SEMESTER). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     $125
Technology Fee—Resident (PER SEMESTER) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      $170
Transcript Fee	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        varies by service requested

COURSE/PROGRAM-RELATED FEES
ANI and ART Lab Fee (PER COURSE). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            $100
ART2048 Ceramics I Course Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             $150
ART3243 Ceramics II Course Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            $150
BUS3835 Professional Skills Course Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       $50
CHE1021, CHE1022 Course Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             $75
CYS3265 Course Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       $100
DES Lab Fee (PER COURSE). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     $75

Directed Study Processing Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $50
Education Program Fee (PER SEMESTER). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         $250
Ensemble Fee (Amata Women’s Chorale, Con Brio Men’s Chorus, 
Chamber Singers, Jazz Ensemble, Northwestern Choir, Orchestra, 
Symphonic Band). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     $10–$15
EGR-Prefix Course Fee (PER COURSE—ALL EGR COURSES EXCEPT EGR4995). . .    $200
Laboratory Fee—All BIO, CHE, PHY, and SCI courses with ‘Laboratory’ in the course 
name or have ‘L’ designation (unless otherwise noted). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      $200
FIN4857 Capstone CKA Prep and Exam Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      $200 
LDR1011, LDR2112, LDR4425, LDR4825 Leadership Course Fee. .   $25
LDR3415 Leadership Course Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             $50
MEN3002 Men’s Chorus Tour. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                $75
MEN3003 Women’s Chorale Tour. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             $75
MIN3227 Camping Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      $50
MIN3231 Care and Counseling Course Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   $100
MUP3695, MUP4695, MUP4698 Recital Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 $200
MUP4696 Recital Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      $400
Online Course Technology Fee (per credit) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     $25
PHE1056 Bowling Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      $40 
PHE1057 Golf Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          $55
Prior Learning Evaluation (per credit sought). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    $65
Prior Learning Submission (one time). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         $100
Private Music Instruction Fee (SURCHARGE PER CREDIT—MUSIC MAJOR
   LEVEL LESSONS). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             $400
Private Music Instruction Fee (SURCHARGE PER CREDIT—NON-MUSIC MAJOR
   LESSONS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 $450
Theatre/Dance Performance Fee (PER COURSE). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   $75
Theatre Study Tour Trip Fee (PER SEMESTERS 1 AND 2. FIRST-TIME ENROLLED 
   ONLY. STUDENTS EXITING THE THEATRE PROGRAM PRIOR TO SCHEDULED TRIP MAY 
   REQUEST REFUND ON THE THEATRE STUDY TOUR TRIP FEE. AMOUNT RETURNED IS 
   EVALUATED ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS.). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         $2,000
THE1055 Theatre Course Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                $50
Tutorial Processing Fee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      $50
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Traditional Undergraduate and Early College 2026–2027 Refund Schedule

SEMESTER COURSES
% Refund Fall Dates Spring Dates

Week 1–2 100% – Sept 9 – Jan 25

Week 3 70% Sept 10–16 Jan 26–Feb 1

Week 4 60% Sept 17–23 Feb 2–8

Week 5 40% Sept 24–30 Feb 9–15

Week 6 20% Oct 1–7 Feb 16–22

Week 7 0% Oct 8 or after Feb 23 or after

QUAD* COURSES
% Refund Q1 Dates

(Fall)
Q2** Dates

(Fall)
Q3 Dates
(Spring)

Q4** Dates
(Spring)

Days 1–6 100% – Sept 2 – Oct 28 – Jan 19 – Mar 22

Days 7–8 70% Sept 3–7 Oct 29 – Nov 1 Jan 20–21 Mar 23–24

Days 9–10 60% Sept 8–9 Nov 2–3 Jan 22–25 Mar 25–30

Days 11–13 40% Sept 10–14 Nov 4–8 Jan 26–28 Mar 31 – Apr 4

Days 14–15 20% Sept 15–16 Nov 9–11 Jan 29 – Feb 1 Apr 5–7

Day 16 0% Sept 17 or after Nov 12 or after Feb 2 or after Apr 8 or after

*QUAD = HALF-SEMESTER. SEE PAGE 3. 
** DATES REPRESENT QUAD 2 AND EXTENDED REGISTRATION COURSES
NOTE: REFUNDS FOR OTHER ABBREVIATED CLASSES FOLLOW A PRORATED VERSION OF THE BELOW SCHEDULE

Nursing Program Summer 2026–2027 Refund Schedule
NURSING SUMMER 2027 SEMESTER REFUND 
(Term 3: Begins May 17) 

% Refund Dates

Week 1–2 100% – May 31

Week 3 70% June 1–7

Week 4 60% June 8–15

Week 5 40% June 15–22

Week 6 20% June 23–29

Week 7 0% June 30 or after
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Financing the Cost of Education
A student needing financial aid should begin the process of seeking assistance from all possible sources as early as 
possible. Financial aid comes in a variety of forms—scholarships, grants, loans, and work-study programs. Recipients 
of such assistance are selected on the basis of need, academic performance, or special qualifications. Students can 
complete their Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) starting in October, prior to the academic year for 
which students need financial aid. This is also a good time to look and apply for outside scholarships. Students receiving 
financial aid must maintain satisfactory progress toward degree completion as defined in the Student Handbook. The 
majority of students at Northwestern receive some form of financial aid, which could include, scholarships, grants, 
work study, and loans, to help with their university costs.

Government Financial Aid
University of Northwestern students are eligible for student aid 
programs financed through federal and state governments. The Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid may be filed online at studentaid.
gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa or on paper. Call the Federal Student Aid 
Information Center at 800-433-3243 to obtain a paper copy.

Early completion of all application forms is encouraged in order to 
expedite notification of acceptance and processing of financial aid. 
Financial aid cannot be awarded until a student has been accepted for 
admission. Application for financial aid can be made after October 1 
for the following fall semester. 

(NOTE: THE AID PROGRAMS LISTED ARE EFFECTIVE FOR THE 2026–2027 ACADEMIC 
YEAR. THE PROGRAMS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.)

The university is responsible to administer aid under federal and 
state regulations. Legislation may change provisions of financial aid 
programs from time to time, which can result in changes to student 
awards that are beyond the control of the university or the Financial 
Aid Office. The following aid programs are available:

The Federal Pell Grant program provides grants to eligible students. 
If eligible for the Pell Grant, a student must maintain 12 or more 
credits per semester in courses that fulfill his or her program’s 
degree completion requirements to receive the maximum grant 
amount. If enrolled in less than 12 credits of courses in his or her 
degree completion requirements, a student will receive a prorated 
amount per credit.

The Minnesota State Grant program provides grants for eligible 
students. This must be applied for through the university financial 
aid application process. To receive the maximum amount of the 
State Grant, a student MUST be registered for a minimum of 15 
credits each semester. In addition, ALL 15 credits must apply to the 
student’s degree completion at UNW. If a student takes fewer than 
15 credits in a term, or not all of the student’s 15 credits apply to 
degree completion, he or she will receive a prorated award based on 
state guidelines, which in some cases could be a total loss of State 
Grant for the term.

Direct Lending (DL)
The Federal Direct Student Loan (DL) program provides college 
loans through the U.S. Department of Education.

The Parent Loan to Dependent Undergraduate Students (PLUS/
DL) program enables parents to borrow funds for their students 
through the U.S. Department of Education.

The Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant* 
program provides grants for students with exceptional financial 
need. If eligible for the FSEOG Grant, a student must maintain 12 or 
more credits per semester in courses that fulfill his or her program’s 

degree completion requirements to receive the maximum grant 
amount. If enrolled in less than 12 credits of courses in his or her 
degree completion requirements, a student will receive a prorated 
amount per credit.

The Federal and State College Work Study* program subsidizes the 
on-campus employment earning of students with financial need.

For Minnesota Residents only: 

The Minnesota Dream Act* provides state financial aid for students 
who meet the definition of Deferred Action on Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA). To apply, students must complete the online MN Dream 
Act Application at www.ohe.state.mn.us/mPg.cfm?pageID=2056.

In addition to MN Dream Act funds, students may also be eligible to 
receive Northwestern scholarships and Northwestern Grant. These 
students are not eligible for federal financial aid.

Please refer to unwsp.edu/financial-aid for further information.

* FOR TRADITIONAL UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS ONLY

Completion of Coursework
Federal and state funding sources expect students who receive financial 
aid to complete the coursework for which they have registered. 
Dropping, withdrawing, or adding a course may affect financial 
aid. In the event that financial aid recipients do not complete their 
coursework, Northwestern has received a directive by the Department 
of Education to check for any incomplete courses. If students receive 
an extension of time to complete their work, Northwestern will check 
to see that there is evidence that they have completed some portion 
of the coursework.

If financial aid recipients receive all failing grades for their coursework 
or a failing grade in their last modular course, Northwestern will check 
to see if they have attended or completed any assignments. If there 
is no evidence of attendance or academic activity, Northwestern will 
have to return all funds to the appropriate federal and state agencies.

Traditional Undergraduate Students
FIRST YEAR STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS
University of Northwestern has established four-year renewable 
awards, awarded by the Office of Admissions. The intent of these 
scholarships is to acknowledge students’ academic achievement in 
high school and encourage them with a four-year commitment from 
the university.

The names and criteria for the following scholarships are effective for 
new Northwestern Traditional Undergraduate students enrolling in fall 
2026. Financial aid recipients prior to fall 2026 are governed by the 
scholarship names and terms awarded when they enrolled.

mailto:studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa?subject=
mailto:studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa?subject=
http://unwsp.edu/financial-aid
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FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN*
Scholarships are based on unweighted high school cum GPA.

Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           Amount
Presidential Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 $18,000
Deans Scholarship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      $16,000
Faculty Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     $14,000
Founders Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $11,000
Directors Grant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         $7,000

*STUDENTS WHO HAVE EARNED COLLEGE CREDIT BEFORE GRADUATING FROM HIGH 
SCHOOL ARE CONSIDERED FRESHMEN FOR SCHOLARSHIP PURPOSES.

TRANSFER SCHOLARSHIPS
Students (Traditional Undergraduates only) who have earned college 
credit from a different college or university after graduating from high 
school are eligible for a Transfer Scholarship.

Scholarship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            Amount
Presidential Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 $18,000
Deans Scholarship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      $16,000
Faculty Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     $14,000
Founders Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $11,000
Directors Grant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         $7,000

All students will receive a commitment until the projected completion 
of the program at Northwestern, provided a 2.0 cumulative GPA is 
maintained. Northwestern will honor scholarships for students in 
academic programs that extend beyond four years.

PITTMAN SCHOLARS GRANT
The Pittman Scholars Grant is a financial award of 75 percent of tuition 
cost, including federal and state grants, but not including room and 
board cost. This award is not available to students who were admitted 
to UNW for any semester prior to fall 2020.

•	 Eligible students must meet the following criteria:
•	 Be admitted to UNW and be eligible for the Pell Grant
•	 Parents did not complete a four-year college degree
•	 Be a MN resident
•	 Be a US citizen, US permanent resident, or have Resident Alien status
•	 Must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid

Interested students should contact their admission counselor to 
receive information on grant application deadlines.

MOSAIC LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP
Annual, Renewable
Must be a MN resident
These competitive awards are presented each year to new incoming 
students who demonstrate interest in working towards Biblical 
righteousness and harmony among followers of Christ and the broader 
society. This student should embrace diversity and belonging efforts 
for ethnical and racial harmony. Interested students should contact 
their Admissions Counselor for additional information. This award is 
not available to students who were admitted to UNW for any semester 
prior to fall 2022.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
Most international students are not eligible to receive state or federal 
assistance; however, they may be eligible to receive various forms of 
University of Northwestern aid based on financial aid information 
collected by the Admissions office. International students may also 
qualify for up to 20 hours of work on campus per week.

New & Continuing Traditional Undergradaute 
Students
NORTHWESTERN SCHOLARSHIPS
Northwestern scholarships are awarded out of the endowment funds 
to continuing students. Students apply for this each year in the fall 
and are awarded on the basis of their qualification for a particular 
scholarship.

TUITION DISCOUNT GRANTS
Tuition Discount Grants are available: $1,500/year

1.	 Christian Worker’s Discount: Students whose parents 
are employed in full-time Christian service as pastors or 
missionaries.

2.	 Legacy Grant: Students with at least one parent who completed 
at least one term of attendance at Northwestern.

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS Up to $8,000
Merit-based music scholarships are available to music majors/
minors and music ensemble participants, to both new and continuing 
students, typically ranging from $1,000 to $8,000 annually. In 
addition, selected students receive a renewable $1,500 UNW Music 
Grant that can offset private lesson study at UNW. New students are 
awarded scholarships through the music audition application process. 
Returning students apply online through a link sent from music office 
staff. For details visit unwsp.edu/musicscholarship or call the Music 
Office at 651-631-5218 or music@unwsp.edu.

THEATRE ARTS SCHOLARSHIPS Up to $4,000
Scholarships are awarded each year to incoming theatre majors 
and minors through an audition process. These awards carry the 
expectation of active involvement on stage and/or backstage. For 
details, visit unwsp.edu/theatrescholarship or contact the Theatre 
Office at 651-286-7536 or theatre@unwsp.edu.

UNIVERSITY OF NORTHWESTERN GRANT PROGRAM
The University of Northwestern Grant Program provides grants to 
eligible students who show need. Consideration for this grant is given 
through the regular financial aid process. If a student is awarded a 
UNW Grant, and the student receives additional UNW scholarships, 
tuition discounts and/or military benefits after being awarded the 
UNW Grant, the UNW Grant may be re-calculated. This may mean a 
reduction or total loss of UNW Grant.

Continuing Traditional Undergraduate Students
EAGLE SCHOLARS HONORS PROGRAM
Students admitted to UNW for the 2024-2025 school year or prior 
were invited to apply for the Eagle Scholars Honors Program if they 
met certain academic requirements. This scholarship is no longer being 
offered to new students, but continuing students who were awarded 
this scholarship for their first year at UNW may continue to receive 
this award as long as they remain in good standing as Eagle Scholars.

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS AND ANNUALLY 
FUNDED SCHOLARSHIPS
Students who have completed one year of school at Northwestern 
are eligible for Endowed Scholarships and Annually Funded 
Scholarships. Students must fill out an online scholarship application 
to be considered for these types of scholarships. Scholarship awards 
are typically announced during the spring semester, with these 
scholarships applying to the following school year.

http://unwsp.edu/musicscholarship
mailto:music@unwsp.edu
http://unwsp.edu/theatrescholarship
mailto:theatre@unwsp.edu
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OFF-CAMPUS STUDY
Students may be considered for financial assistance for full-time 
off-campus study. In order to be considered for financial assistance 
(e.g., federal, state, etc.) through University of Northwestern, the 
program must be recognized by the university and the student must 
meet program qualifications. There are specific policies followed for 
the awarding of aid for study abroad and off-campus study. Students 
should contact the financial aid office to find out how financial aid will 
be awarded for study abroad and off-campus study. 

Students Taking a Combination of Course Venues
University of Northwestern has four different venues of education: 
Graduate Studies, Adult Undergraduate, Traditional Undergraduate, 
and Dual Enrollment. In the event that a traditional undergraduate 
student takes a combination of courses from the different venues 
offered by University of Northwestern, their financial aid will be 
recalculated based on credit load from each venue. Example: If a 
student has been awarded traditional undergraduate institutional 
assistance (grants, scholarships, and discounts from the university), 
they may experience a reduction in that funding due to the number 
of credits taken in Traditional Undergraduate and Dual Enrollment 
courses. Please check with the Financial Aid Office on the eligibility of 
aid based on the combination of courses.

Traditional Undergraduate Students Taking 
Dual Enrollment (DE) Credits
Traditional undergraduate students taking DE credits only will not 
be eligible for institutional aid funds (University of Northwestern 
grants, scholarships and discounts) but may be eligible for federal and/
or state aid and loans. Students taking a combination of traditional 
undergraduate courses (on campus) and DE courses (online) may 
receive a prorated amount of institutional aid. Dual Enrollment credits 
are charged separately from traditional undergraduate credits. See 
page 17 for information on price differences.

INSTITUTIONAL FINANCIAL AID PRORATION TABLE
Number of credits in the Traditional 

Undergraduate program
Percentage of Northwestern 

institutional aid funds awarded

12 credits and up 100%

9–11 75%

6–8 50%

<6 0

Adult Undergraduate Discounts and 
Scholarship Opportunities
Endowed Scholarships (Continuing Students)
Adult Undergraduate Students can apply for scholarships during the 
Spring semester (opens in March) that are awarded the following 
academic year. More information including applicable criteria and 
deadlines may be found at unwsp.edu/admissions/financial-aid/unw-
scholarships/ (ADULT tab).

The following scholarships are available to Adult Undergraduate 
students:

•	 Adult Undergraduate Student Scholarship 
•	 Northwestern Foundation General Endowed Scholarship 
•	 SPHERE Scholarship 
•	 Tzedakah Scholarship 
•	 Vern & Ruth Larson Family Scholarship

Tuition Discounts
Students may only receive one discount. In the event that they receive 
full tuition funding from federal and state, Northwestern reserves the 
right to reduce any discounts given by the university. Students should 
contact Financial Aid for more information.

Military Discount 
•	 This discount is for students who are seeking an undergraduate or 

graduate degree and are currently serving in or were discharged/
retired from any branch of the US Armed Forces. 

Christian Worker’s Discount 
•	 This discount is for students employed as full-time pastors, 

missionaries, chaplains, or teachers at Christian institutions. 

Family Discount 
•	 This discount is for families who have more than one 

student (parent, child, sibling, or spouse) enrolled in an Adult 
Undergraduate or Graduate program at the same time. Both 
students must be seeking a degree or certificate as an Adult 
Undergraduate or Graduate student at Northwestern to qualify. 

•	 There is also a family discount given to the Adult Undergraduate 
student who has a son or daughter attending the Traditional 
Undergraduate program. The parent must be seeking a degree 
or certificate, and the Traditional Undergraduate student does 
not receive the discount. Students must reapply for this discount 
every academic year. 

Note: Christian Worker’s and Family discounts are $250 per semester 
for full-time (12+ credits) undergraduate students. These discounts are 
prorated if students are enrolled less than full-time

Other Financial Aid Considerations
Students should investigate local scholarship programs sponsored by 
businesses, industries, and other organizations.

University of Northwestern qualifies for educational benefits provided 
by the Social Security Administration, Division of Rehabilitative 
Services, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Additionally, Northwestern 
is approved by the Minnesota State Approving Agency for Veterans’ 
Educational Benefits. For the Minnesota GI Bill grant, both 
undergraduate and graduate Veteran students who meet eligibility 
requirements and have completed the FAFSA may be eligible for this 
grant. It is supplemental funding to any other military benefits that they 
could receive. Students should apply at the Minnesota Department of 
Veteran Affairs website.

ROTC Scholarships
The Air Force ROTC at the University of St. Thomas and the Army 
ROTC at the University of Minnesota offer scholarships to students 
accepted into these programs, including those enrolled at other 
colleges. For further information about the Air Force ROTC, contact 
the Department of Aerospace Studies, University of St. Thomas, St. 
Paul, MN 55105, 651-962-6320, afrotc410@stthomas.edu. For 
further information about the Army ROTC, contact the Department 
of Military Science, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 55455, 
adejesus@umn.edu, 612-386-8491.

Federal Shopping Sheet
The Federal Shopping Sheet is a standardized federal award notice 
displaying simplified financial aid information for prospective U.S. 
citizens and permanent residents who have applied to multiple 
institutions. The Shopping Sheet is intended to be used as a tool to 
compare the net cost (total cost minus grants and scholarships) at 
each institution. It is provided to comply with the requirements of the 
Principles of Excellence program that UNW participates in with the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Contact the Financial Aid Office for instructions on locating the 
Federal Shopping Sheet at myUNW.

mailto:unwsp.edu/admissions/financial-aid/unw-scholarships/?subject=
mailto:unwsp.edu/admissions/financial-aid/unw-scholarships/?subject=
mailto:afrotc410@stthomas.edu
mailto:adejesus@umn.edu
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U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (VA)
Northwestern cooperates with the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs to make it possible for eligible students to request VA benefits 
for courses and programs. To qualify, eligible students must be enrolled 
in an approved degree program at the University of Northwestern. The 
VA has the final authority regarding disbursement of all benefits for 
eligible students. For more information, contact Northwestern’s VA 
School Certifying Official at 651-631-5119 or registrar@unwsp.edu.

Satisfactory Academic Progress
The Code of Federal Regulations, title 34, sections 668.34 requires 
that an institution establish, publish, and apply reasonable standards 
for measuring whether students are maintaining satisfactory academic 
progress (SAP) in their course of study in order for students to receive 
financial aid under a Title IV program of the Higher Education Act. 
Minnesota Statute 136A.101 Subd. 10 applies this federal SAP 
regulation to Minnesota financial aid programs. Northwestern applies 
this federal SAP regulation to institutionally-controlled financial aid 
programs.

Federal regulations require that all financial aid recipients progress 
at a reasonable rate (“make satisfactory progress”) toward achieving 
a certificate or degree. This requirement applies to all semesters 
regardless of whether or not students received financial aid. Progress 
is measured by (1) the cumulative grade point average, (2) the number 
of credits earned in relation to those attempted, and (3) the maximum 
time frame allowed to complete the academic program.

Official satisfactory academic progress checks are performed at the 
end of each semester (payment period) by the Financial Aid Office.

QUALITATIVE MEASURE
(CUMULATIVE GRADE POINT AVERAGE)
Grade point average is calculated by the Registrar’s Office. Students 
who drop below the following minimum cumulative GPA at the end 
of any semester or summer session will be placed on financial aid 
warning.

Credits Attempted Required Cumulative Grade 
Point Average

0–15 1.600

16–29 1.700

30–44 1.800

45–59 1.900

60+ 2.000

2+ and above (Graduate) 3.000

QUANTITATIVE MEASURE
(CUMULATIVE CREDITS EARNED)
The quantitative measure includes both the pace at which credits are 
completed and the maximum time it should take students to complete 
their degrees. If students complete 67% of attempted credits, they will 
complete their degrees within the maximum time frame (see below). 
Pace is calculated by dividing completed credits by total attempted 
credits, including transfer credits and remedial credits. Students who 
fail to complete the required percent of credits as defined below will 
be placed on financial aid warning.

Attempted Credits Required Completion

All attempted credits 67%

MAXIMUM TIME FRAME
Students are expected to complete their program of study within 
the normal time for completion (150% of program length published 
in the catalog). This applies to graduate students as well. Part-time 
attendance counts toward this calculation. In evaluating maximum 
time frame, all attempted credits are counted, including transfer 
credits. If a student reaches the maximum attempted credits allowed 
for the program the student is in, future Title IV eligibility is denied.  
UNW’s policy is for institutional aid to coincide with Title IV aid in this. 
Students are allowed to appeal if the maximum time frame has been 
reached due to extenuating circumstances, and subsequently set up 
an academic plan if the appeal is approved.

Students become ineligible for financial aid at the time when it’s 
determined that they are unable to complete their degree within the 
maximum time frame as indicated below.

Degree Type Required Credits Maximum Credits 
Attempted

Undergraduate 
Certificate 16–30 27–45

Associate 60 90

Bachelor 125 188

TREATMENT OF COURSES
The information below defines how specific courses are taken into 
account for the purpose of SAP standards.

Withdrawals
Courses in which students withdraw are counted as attempted credits 
but not earned credits.

Incompletes
Courses in which students receive an incomplete are counted as 
attempted credits but not earned credits. Incompletes will be re-
evaluated at the subsequent SAP review. Changes in grades will be 
considered along with a SAP appeal if the grade change makes the 
student eligible for aid. Per Northwestern policy, incomplete course 
grades are rolled to failing course grades if not complete by the 
timeline set by the Registrar’s Office.

Repeated Courses
Courses that are repeated are counted as attempted credits. However, 
only the highest reported grade will be included in the GPA.

Audited Courses
Courses that are audited do not count as attempted credits or earned 
credits.

Transfer Credits
Transfer credits (including Dual Enrollment, AP, CLEP, and DSST) 
accepted from other schools are counted toward completion of the 
degree as both attempted credits and earned credits.

Dual Enrollment Courses
Dual Enrollment courses taken at Northwestern are treated the same 
way as any course taken at the university, which means GPA and 
number of credits attempted and earned will be included for SAP once 
students have completed one semester beyond high school.

Remedial Courses
Remedial courses are counted as both attempted credits and earned 
credits.

mailto:registrar%40unwsp.edu?subject=
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Second Degree
Students may attempt up to 150% of the credits required for a 
subsequent program of study (188 credits for a baccalaureate degree, 
plus an additional 188 credits for a second baccalaureate degree). 
Students who already have a first baccalaureate degree are eligible for 
loans (not grants).

Consortium Coursework
Courses taken through a consortium agreement are treated as transfer 
courses. This means they will apply to the quantitative measure 
but not the qualitative. There is no exception made for consortium 
coursework with the maximum time frame, as this coursework is 
supposed to apply to a student’s program.

Change of Major
If students change their majors, coursework applying specifically to 
the original major may be subtracted from the maximum time frame 
calculation.

FAILURE TO MAINTAIN SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC 
PROGRESS (SAP)
Financial Aid Warning Status
Students who do not meet SAP during a given semester will be put 
on financial aid warning status for the following semester. Students 
may receive financial aid while on warning status, and an appeal is not 
necessary. Students will be notified in writing that their financial aid 
is now in a warning status and be instructed that they will have one 
additional semester to meet SAP standards. If the student does not 
meet the SAP academic standard by the end of the warning semester, 
they will be put on financial aid termination status, pending an appeal.

Financial Aid Probation Status
After a semester of financial aid warning, if students have not 
reestablished eligibility based on the qualitative or quantitative 
standards previously mentioned, they will lose eligibility for financial 
aid. Students may submit an appeal to the Financial Aid Office. This 
appeal will be reviewed by the Financial Aid Office and, if approved, 
will allow students to be placed on probation for one semester (if 
denied, see financial aid termination status). Students will be notified 
in writing that their financial aid is available along with any conditions 
associated with this status. Students can regain aid eligibility if they 
meet the required cumulative standards. If it is determined that 
students cannot regain eligibility after one semester on approval 
status, an academic plan may be established. If an academic plan is 
established, the student is aid eligible as long as the standards of the 
plan are being met. Failure to adhere to the academic plan will result in 
students being placed on financial aid termination.

Financial Aid Termination Status
Students who are failing the SAP standards and do not appeal, had 
an appeal denied, or do not adhere to an academic plan (if necessary) 
as part of their probation status, will be placed on financial aid 
termination. Students in termination status have lost eligibility for 
financial aid. Students will be notified in writing that their financial aid 
is now in termination status.

Reestablishing Financial Aid Eligibility
If students are denied aid due to not meeting SAP standards, they will 
be ineligible for financial aid. Eligibility may be regained by raising the 
completion rate of credits attempted to 67% and cumulative GPA to 
the required number for credits attempted. Students can reestablish 
their eligibility the next time SAP is reviewed by either meeting 
the minimum standard, or by meeting the standard of an approved 
academic plan (see below). Once SAP is established, no further appeals 
are required unless in a subsequent term standards drop below the 
minimum.

Financial Aid Appeal Process
Students are able to appeal the loss of financial aid eligibility due to 
their failure to meet SAP standards, both qualitative and quantitative, 
after a semester on financial aid warning status. Students are also 
able to appeal the maximum time frame rule if they feel there are 
extenuating circumstances that prevented them from completing 
their program of study within this defined limit. Circumstances that 
may warrant an appeal include, but are not limited to, the following: 
medical reasons, full-time employment, or being out of school for a 
long period of time. Previous non-receipt of federal financial aid funds 
does not qualify as an extenuating circumstance.

Appeals must provide a detailed explanation that includes (1) the 
specific reason(s) which contributed to why students failed to make 
SAP standards (submit supporting documentation, if available, such 
as a letter from doctor, therapist, academic advisor, employer, etc.), 
and (2) what has changed in their situation that will allow them to 
demonstrate SAP at the end of their next semester if reinstated. 
Appeals that fail to explain in detail or do not include supporting 
documentation will not be reviewed.

Appeals need to be submitted in writing or via email and addressed to 
the Financial Aid Office. This office will be responsible for reviewing 

the appeals and either reinstating eligibility for financial aid via the 
financial aid probation status, or placing students in financial aid 
termination status. Students will be notified in writing or via email 
of the decision within two weeks from the date that the appeal was 
received, and the appeal decision is final.

There is one term of probation with each appeal. Students will be 
allowed to appeal more than once if their circumstances warrant it. 
Subsequent appeals would be based upon the same criteria listed 
above, but can also be for a revision of the academic plan.

Setting up an Academic Plan
In most cases, an approved appeal will include setting up an academic 
plan. An academic plan will outline where a student is expected to 
be with SAP standards each time SAP is reviewed. An academic plan 
details where the student is expected to be in terms of the evaluation 
points after each academic term. If an academic plan is set up and the 
student adheres to it, they are considered to be making satisfactory 
academic progress. If a student does not adhere to the plan, they will 
be terminated from financial aid the subsequent semester. Another 
appeal may be processed if the situation is appropriate, and may result 
in a revised academic plan. The associate director of financial aid will 
review the students with an academic plan each time SAP is reviewed.

	


