Inside
u BESL. .. 0 1. .

v ARABIC ................. 4.
HINESE .. .............. 5

Connections

World LanguageDepartment2011

American, African, & Arabian Adventures

On a warm spring day in 2005, | graduated from
the ESL Education program at Northwestern
college. | felt as though the world was before me, and
it was! During my fouryear ESL program | spent
two summers teaching in Sudan, a full semester
working with World Relief of MN, and volunteered
during a semester abroad in Egypt. Now it was time
to take all my intense educational study and those
shortterm experiences and convert them into an ad-
venture of a lifetime that is only just beginning.
Immediately after graduation, | taught at Minne-
sota Internship Center, a charter high school that ser-
vices primarily new Somali immigrants. (Getting a :
taste of Africa right here in Minneapolis was amaz- Jerehmy Owen and friends share a greeting.
ing.) As | made the teminute commute to work
each morning, | felt as though | were Warping into from dawn to dusk with some of the friendliest, most

another country in another world. The job was chal- respectful students | had ever encountered. After
lenging, and my students were incredible. solid year of a Sudanese adventure, | made the be
After a year in this hybrid American/African decision of my life by asking my thegirlfriend of

context, | decided to make the move to the real conti-three years to be my wife. Astoundingly, she said yes
nent of Africa. My next year in Sudan teaching with a Pringing my adventure to a whole new level. With
local college and English institute network was hot, three weeks of marriage under our belts, we hoppe
sandy, tiring, yet exceedingly rewarding. | left my ©n a pl ane and | anded |
Honda Civic in America for a daily rickshaw ride and country of Oman.

a crowded Sudanese bus. | had the chance to write a  The change from Sudan to Oman was huge! The
contentbased ESL instruction unit while working seemingly disorderly craziness of Sudan now toned

from dawn to dusk with some of the friendliest and ~ down to a much more structured and sophisticateg
routine: teaching at a local college and dailytieee

visits with my students and colleagues, followed up
by weekend trips to the desert. It was wonderful to
develop new friendships and to experience this vi-
brant culture. One of my favorite memories was in-
viting my students to our house after the first semes
ter to introduce them to the American cowboy food
called fAchili. o They hat
and most of them loved it!

| then returned to America and earned my Mas-
terds of Education from
and we spent a year in the Arabian Peninsula. | now
work with an English for Business consulting com-
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Jerehmy Owen with men from his small group. 1 Pany which brings Adventurescontinued on page 4.




CONNECTIONSWORLD LANGUAGES PERTMENT

From the Department Chair:

When | attended a conference in Singapore a few years ago, | took pleasure in
Taiwanese, Mandarin Chinese and English with people in the course of a day: for exar}
Taiwanese (or Hokkien) with the taxi driver, Mandarin Chinese with the store clerk, 3
English with other conference delegates. Most Singaporeans are fluent in at least tv
three of the five major languages: Hokkien, Mandarin Chinese, English, Tamil and Ma
the last four being the official languages of this island nation. Growing up in Taiwa
spoke Taiwanese and Mandarin Chinese, and studied English and Spanish in sc#s
Learning a new language was simply a part of life. Bilingualism or multilingualism is the norm in Tai

n| or
Singapore, as it is in most of the world.

Here in the U.S. some people lament the American monolingual phenomenon while others have [misgi\
ings about the increasing linguistic diversity of our nation. Politics aside, the bottom line is, double yolr Jan-
guages, double your opportunitiespportunities for employment, for career advancement, for effective cipsps
cultural ministries, and for travel enrichment. Some may even argue that learning another language gxpan
oneds intellectual capacities and creates grepte

In this 2011 edition o€onnectionsthe common thread in the stories by our alums, students, and fgcujty
is the experience of language learning and teaching, and the amazing adventures and ministries this exp:
ence effects. | hope you find these stories enjoyable and inspiring.

Language learning is, in fact, an adventure in itself. If you are currently enrolled in a language cqurge,
applaud you and encourage you to take time to enjoy the scents, colors, sounds, tastes, and textures pf the
guage and culture you are acquiring. Language learning affords you the opportunity to step into the live:
minds, and hearts of another people and their cultures. If you are not currently enrolled in a language ftolirse
invite you to commence your language learning adventure in the coming semester. You will be glad thaf yo
did! In the meantime, check out one of the language clubs at NWC and join in for the fun and a forefaste «
the adventure. Dr. FengLing Margaret Johnson

Upcoming Events
RuUssIAN DAY : JAN 25
DEPARTMENT WINTER PARTY: JAN 25, 5:15, SUDENT CENTER 392
BREAKOUT CHAPEL: JAN 31, YOUDERIAN:  HWNOOLSFORLANGUAGE LEARNINGO
CHINESE DAY: FEB. 4
ARABIC DAY: FEB. 25
Language and Culture Clubs
If you would like more information about these clubs or events, please contact the leaders listed fqr e

Arabic Chinese Russian Spanish
Timothy Daggett Marie Abeler Miranda Pederson Elizabeth Gazelka
tidaggett@students.nwc.edy meabeler@students.nwc.equ [mmpederson@students.nwe.edleagazelka@students.nwc.equ
Olga Lelyukh Emily Wong Allison Roberts Brenda Velasquez

ovlelyukh@students.nwc.ed
Prof. David Wilson
dewilson@nwc.edu

U

ejwong@students.nwc.edu
Prof. Hongna Bystrom
hrbystrom@nwec.edu

amroberts@students.nwc.ed
Dr. Matthew Miller
mimiller@nwc.edu

u

bavelasquez@students.nwc.
Prof. Kimberly Cronen
kmcronen@nwec.edu

o
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Department Events

WORLD L ANGUAGE DAY : SPANISH

FALL PARTY:
At this annual event, students and faculty gathered for an evening of fun with
friends. Many wore international attire, and all enjoyed cultural food and music.

Right: Students and faculty at the Fall Party.
Top Left: Elizabeth Gazelka, Prof Kim Cronen,
and Miranda Pederson in international attire.
Bottom Left: Professor Gianoulis, Professor Wil-
son, and Dr. Johnson were happy to greet dept
students and faculty.
BREAKOUT CHAPELS:
« Oct. 22 - Dr. John Mayer shared his extensiy |
knowledge of the demographics of the Twin Cities and his thoughtful view of the
bi blical response to i mmigration. A S
sharedéd unless you know theybére theryge
« Nov. 10-Mr.JedHamouds hared his testimony off
was born in a Bedouin tribe in the Middle East, raised in a Christian orphangage
and now lives in the U.S. and serves with Kids International.
]l - Nov. 12- Spanish Praise ChapelOver a hundred people gathered to sing, wof
ship, and pray in Spanish (with English subtitles) as a part of Spanish Day.
. Dec. 3- Multilingual Christmas Caroling. Over 180 people came to sing fa-
miliar Christmas songs in a dozen languages! Thanks to all who led or partici-

On Spanish day, signs were placed around campuls

and Al a puertao on doors). Caf® Naz servedOnMe x|i ¢

Conversat.

on Tables. o All of the Spanish events| 1

ESL Seniors attended MinneTESOL Conference

The seniors in the ESL Methods class attended the 2010 conference fo
nesota Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages.

Al My ] second session was with
was a great reminder to keep in mind that we can connect with student{s &%

just knowi
Al had a

got out of the day was thate are not alone as ESL teach&¥® are part of a

St

ng t he mdasoliaMatinezf [t he
b | a s tOvesall,theihbshimporiait $1éne lthat

larger community of ESL professional

ESL seniors wearing Language Daysshirts. 3

» Jand can go to t herNhn&anoekheEnap and tir s
Al left MinneTESOL feeling more connected to the teaching professipn

f i edSatah &arter

~

Al really enjoyed MinneTESOL. It
see all the teachers there and hear their struggles and discoveries of great sol
tions to their st-NaomidRéadys i n t he c| a
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Faculty Spotlight: Professor David Wilson

hat is the best became more discipleship. | was even able to bapti
part of teaching my friend, though we had to be careful because w
Beginning Arabic at coul dnét risk the polic
Northwestern this year? What iIs the best book Yy

Sharing stories. | do | just finished a wonderful book calleNext
more than that, of course. Christansby Gabe Lyons. I t O
| try to keep the vision from the outside look at us Christians and hoy
that maybe the people in Christians need to not judge but respond to people.
this class will end up | think the best book for witnessing to Muslims
working with  Arabic is The Camelwhich uses verses from the Quran an
speakers someday. talks about Jesus. That really breaks down wall
- You and your wife lived because you can enter a conversation by buildin
in Jordan for 12 years. Would you share a memory bridges with their scripture.
from your time in the Middle East? What was your favorite food in Jordan?

There was a young Muslim man who passed by our Hummus with pita bread. | would get hummug
house on his way to school. He knew we were Chrigh a bowl from a local restaurant down the stree
tians, and that intrigued him. For the better part of and cut up some onions, cucumber and tomatoe
year, he would come by2times a week and we would and make a whole meal out o6it can eat until,
have all manner of discussion. well, almost until the cows come home!

One night, | was dead tired after a long trip back Wh at 6 s one way youolOve
from a yeatlong home assignment in the United Statesministry with Arabic speakers?
Then | heard a knock, and there was this young man at | have heard there are thousands of Muslim
t he door . We hugged, aochi nlge t osaCldr, i s fi Fantome rh
ofMi chael , 0 (that i s whatphlenwasenadl Isedat i MitdlcdelT
our ol dest son.) f@AFat herinwth likdithe badyechurch where 16012 peopleh :
good to you! o He appar en wil get tdgethier andonmeét toeatk akdolt desus. [The
a little weight over the year. cal l t he msfeoll M eosweir J eMsuuss

Well, we laughed at that, and then he told meto their mosques, but they pray to Jesus, so they 4
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AWhil e you were away | tstavirginehdir citive. Gal s reallg workigg inShaty i

When | heard that, | was ready to fly! Then our visitswith Arabic speakers.

0OAdventuresdé continued from page 1

...brings me into hundreds of local workplaces to teachyour adventure abroad. But be ready: once you co
tailor-made curriculum to their staff. After a few years, nect with
we hope to have our own educational consulting comthe hospi-
pany which will offer services all over the region. tality and

All together, these last five years adventuringvibrancy |
abroad have been intoxicating. My wife and | haveof the [

unmovable place in our hearts. This is just the beginEast, your
ning of this adventure which will hopefully turn into world will
many years serving among the peoples of the Middlenever be

East. Maybe this article will spark the beginning 4of the same. =
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Creating Connections with China

B il Hall, a 2010 International Business Major  Hall is now working with a Private Equity group
graduate of Northwestern, recently worked inprometheusasia.com) that specifically focuses or
Hong Kong for the North Dakota Trade Office US-China collaboration.He has been able to main-
(NDTO), serving as the Chinese Representative fortain an independent contractor role with the Trade
statewide trade mission to China. Delegates frormffice and still endorse the state for further engage-
North Dakota were all throughout China from Marchment and opportunities with China.
2228, 2010. Hall dés role waHsnltlo whed tasl i &iChamabhefaw
the Chinese and North Dakota's key companies amgatter, certainly is a different world than Roseville,
exporters. As this liaison, he worked to find and de-MN, or even the USA in generalVhen you see 1.4
velop beneficial relationships and opportunities thagillion people all working so hard for opportunity
to improve the state's exports. and advancement, you feel a deep challenge to giv
North Dakota is targeting long lasting partnermore and see these two nations become bette
ships and relationships with the Chinese people. Thigends.
will ultimately drive the state's exports and boostthe @A What 6 s mos't exciting
local economy.The Trade Mission was a good suc-ability to work for people that are very established
cess with much traction in the energy, education, anghd successful, yet are keen on bettering the US
import / export realm for the state's commodities.  Chinese relationship for the future of our world.
Hal I said, Al have b &hshs sométing eddeply beleve fitlis ensapetyd | t
have this opportunity. | have fallen in love with challenging at times, yet | feel God has opened
China, and am thankful for the years | had at NWG@oors and blessed me with the opportunity to give
to develop this love and dreamlThrough my Chi- myself to a cause | believe i@®f course, all of this
nese class with Professor Bystrom and the mentoring in a different world where people speak a differ-
Professor Chuck Kuivinen provided, | was both chalent language. . . .| have come to learn that if any
lenged and equipped to pursue my dreams in Chinawhite man tells you he's fluent in Mandarin, he is
nl believe that havi npgrobablyBihgl Yetawe dll cdnéngeud Idam, arid lvfa
port and encourage you makes all the difference.cburse, this education began at NWC through

am truly grateful for the support the NorthwesterrHonga Bystrom's teaching and challenges to explore
program has given me. 0 a new world. o

11%
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A graduated6s memorabl e : peri
As an ESL teacher, my students often become very confused with§ ace oo

:words that have multiple meanings. This happened one day as | Wasg Search for
:working with a group of 4th grade beginners. We were reading a non-:
gfiction text about how our bodies are make up of cells and how cells: 6 N WC De p ant |
: work together to form body tissue, tissue forms organs, etc. We had just :
i read the paragraph that introduced the concept that cells work together : 0] f Wor | d Lla/ n
:and when they work together they are called body tissue. : .
: As soon as we read that section, one boy stood up (as he often did) to join our group!
:and said, "No, that's not true. | don't have Kleenex in my body." :
"That is right, you do not have Kleenex in your body.  Let's go back to News! Photos!

the book and see if we can figure out what 'tissue’ is." l i |
Julianna Scheumann, ESL Ed 2005 Events! FrlendS.

.
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Summer in Moscow

Dr. Miller, History & Russian
Melissa Warner, Psychology, 2012

his summer, Dr. Matthew Miller (history andn 1990
Russian professor) was an advisor on a trip 1091, and
Moscow, Russia with an interdisciplinary researgh was a

program for Minnesota students. Six students frogfNl easure to return. A flw

the University of Minnesota and Melissa Warner, a Dr. Miller led tours of the following sites: The

student from NWC, studied in Russia for two monthﬁrem"n, a medieval fortress which surrounds Rus-

The program is called SPAN, or Strategic Pag-i a6s presidenti al of filces

ners Among NationsEach student designs a projeabrthodox cathedrals; tHeussian State Library, one
with assistance from advisors from their departmegtf t he wor | do6s | &angd sosage
After returning from Russia, students write a substafacility for mountains of Soviet propagandépvode-
tial research paper (approximately fifty pages) to dgchy Monastery and Cemetery, which holds the
scribe their findings. This work will earn eight semegraves of Boris Yeltsin, Nikita Khrushchev, Antor
ter hours of credit for the participants. _ Chekhov, and other&zmailovo Market, where you

In addition to carrying out a research project, stdgan buy anything from a fur hat to an antique ojl
dents enrolled in language courses at the PushkHinting; and theCathedral of Christ the Savior,
Russian Language Institiuje,wddV&dlsi Natessclee

dence hall, and explored Moscow and the surrourgtalin ordered its destruction in 1931 and planned [to
Ing region. . . build a mammoth Communist monument. World War
While on the trip, Dr. Miller and the SPAN stuy| interfered, so the government later decided to build

dents experienced an unusual summer for Moscqwh e  wor | d6s | ar ges't s W
with recordbreaking heat, drought, and smog. Howyloscow recently ordered the rebuilding of the cathe

ever, the participants were still grateful for their timgraly today it stands as a controversial symbol of

i n Russi a. D A highhght lofl thesrtrip wrryistsg sa,.6 s r ebi rt h.

was a tour to the Winter Palace of the emperors, pr . Miller added, At hle n

home of the Hermitago ne of t he warp vk @ Sisit {Butdv®, s smalfiell outside Mos-
museums. The jewel of the collection is aroom fileio w where Joseph Stalin

with twenty six paintings by Rembrandt van Rijrand buri ed over 20,000 [peo

including the famou®rodigal Sonl lived in this city ilt was also a p Meseosulr

Bible Church and learn about recent
ministry progress. My family wor-
shipped and served with this congrege
tionfrom19972 008, 0 sai d

Melissa Warner is a junior psychol-
ogy major at Northwestern. While in

grams available to women and childrem

| nect with people in these organization
| and to build relationships with students

from the University of Minnesota.
] If you are interested in hearing

U7

Dr. Miller, Melissa Warner, and two students from the U of M at the Summer Palacénore about the experience, contact Df.

of the Russian emperors at Petrodvorets (outside St. Petersburg). Miller at mimiller@nwec.edu.
6

Russia, she researched the Russian pio-

who need shelter. She was able to con-
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Sweet Sevi |l | a: St udelr

Katie Walder itds hard to change <c¢cdl

. . P selves in order to lighten our loads, enabling us [to
Spanish & Linguistics, 2011 better appreciate the gt

Living in a European, Spanisipeaking city is not trying to get browni
about as far from normal as | could have gonealents are all weitared for. Without these people
However, | 6ve found t hi stheprograym would bedacking opl e and |t
gram to be a wonderful place to learn, change, and Another big highlight for me has been just liv}
stretch myself. | hope to work as an interpreter whenimg in a city like Sevilla. The pace of life here i
graduate this coming spring, and when | leave Sevillgonderful, so tranquil and relaxed. It drove me cragy
in just under two months, | will have prepared myselfor about a day, and then | decided to enjoy it. Since
for more than just a job o t hen, ités been heaven|

I knew studyings have a scheduled naptime? Probably never again.
abroad would be harft The city itself is also full of history and great things
though full of great ex to see and take in. | never get tired of learning mqre
periences, too. Everyo about where 1 live, finding the places that we leafn
| talked to before I lef about in class. For as big as it is, Sevilla has a great
was full of admiration smalttown feeling. And personally, | think my
telling me how smart neighborhood, Triana, is one of the best in Sevilla.

\"ZJ

was for planning thi§ 3 Finally, |l 6ve | earned |sc
whi |l e I 6 m , , become a highlight for me. Like with most new ex-
how brave | was for bé#® periences, thereds a <clho

ing willing to live overseas, and how Iucky I was toyou can accept the changes and decide to like thém,
have such an opportunity. As the time got closer, hovar you can fight them and settle for being miserable.
ever, | felt the opposite, because | was the one actuallyt 6s a good | i fe | esso|n
going. And then | got on the plane. | was right; studywho visits the option to face ®hilippians 4:1213
ing abroad is hard. The highlight in all of that is that is

that the staff, professors, and host families are willing An excerpt fromhttp://acentosis.blogspot.com/

to do so much to share that burden of difficulty. Ye§,at i eds personal blog: htjtp
My Spanish Saved a Life Ly di a GpaBishy2a18
I t was the last day of fall break. | was in Roches- | assisted the woman by c3
ter, MN babysitting my nieces and nephew whening the ambulance and then call

| heard a knock at the door. | looked out the windowher daughter and telling her t
and recognized the woman as one of the ladies thathe needed to come home. W/}
l'i ved i n myleshc sot lét eny rieghewc thé ambulance got to the hoj
answer the door. | heard him trying to explain thatmoments later, | went over af
his mom wasndt home, s o hdlpedvdranslateo \betweent

The woman | ooked Hablas meomaa andl theaasnkubadce crefiv, who took the mgn
espafnol®d Wel | I had t ak e tothe Maye CliBigp About $eh minutes later,gheir
school and was now in a Spanish class at Northwestdaughter came home, and | was able to explain whpat
ern, S &5i, hablcsespail,0 B he t o |hddhappendd hna give her directions to the clinic.
they didnoét have a phone Iwagso thriled that Gol lvad pueme in théragh
were from Venezuel a, angdlace & ahe righthime ahd tthat Blé helped one rgh c
to speak any English. Using Spanish and hand gesnember the Spanish | had learned. | praise arjd
tures, she said that her husband was having a hearth ank God for his hel p]|t
attack, had a high f ev éfe., Theanandis hene siowéand | amavkry thamkfula n
sense in what he was saying. ; that | was there to help him and his family out.
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CONNECTIONSESL OUTREACH

Connecting with Somali Neighbors® & s o

olorful, flowing fabric, milkybrown faces, and English much fastdr
warm cups of chai tea with lots of sufdrese than | was able to leafn
are just a few of the memories that come to mirGomali and were velfy
when | think of the time | spent building relationshipgager to learn.
with students at Somali Adult Literacy Training Ardo, a 60 yea
(S.A.L.T.). When | began volunteering in 2006, it @ld woman who was i
very small group of tutors and teachers came weekhtermediate Englis
to facilitate evening English classes for Somali adult@&ith me was just gs
We came together faithfully to pray for the studentgager to teach otherslas

learn about Somali culture, and receive tutor traininghe was to learn. | will never forget the day | was

so that when we worked with the students we woutdde achi ng students how to

be better equipped to teach English and build Hongs | was using gestures and pointing to help studeral|ts

lasting friendships. After a few short weeks, | maiinderstand the different tenses, she stopped me
some of the Somali women who were coming to geta i d ATeacher éo. She t
help with their high school classes. | felt a strong cosame gestures, except instead of using English wor
nection with one young woman, and for the next feshe used the appropriate Somali word.

years | was so blessed to get to know her and her fam- Some Somali words that | learned along the wa
ily. In addition to seeing my friend and her familythat are very useful are:

each Thursday night at S.A.L.T., | was welcomed into  mahadsanid thank you
their home for tea anshmobosasn many occasions. halwa sweet
The joy that came from tutoring and teaching at  habeen wanaagsan good evening
S.A.L.T. was priceless, and something the LORD fadlan please
taught me during my time of service there comes from  *magacaa? what is your name?
Acts 20:35, which saysfiln everything | did, | Nabadeey goodbye
showed you that by this kind of hard work we must *the 6cbd is silent and
must help the weak, remembering the words the as long because there are 2 of them.

Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give If you are interested in getting involved with
than to receive." Truly, the students that | met wereS.A.L.T. please visihttp://www.worldreliefmn.org/for
so grateful; many of them work during the day (athurches/somafhdultliteracytrainingsalt/ _and if
home or in a formal job) and spend another two houysu have any questions about the ministry please fe
receiving English instruction at night. They learneéree to ask! My email isamorgan@students.nwc.edu

p
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NWC Spanish Class Shares Christmas Joy

Early in December, my Spanish students and [The next day, as my students reflected on the exf
learned a dozen Christmas carols in Spanish and emce in class, we had the idea of dropping off sg
caroling in a Minneapolis neighborhood. At the |&tristmas cookies for the family. The idea grew, 3

eri-
me
nd

house, we were greeted by a cheerful, chuddimekedother students and faculty in the department particip

ed,

child. The fouryearold, smiling and jumping excittoo! A week later, my students delivered homemade
edly, called to his family as we sang. Soon, he waskies, numerous notes of encouragement, a poingetti

joined by other children and their Spangbeakingplant, a special gift for the fowrearold, over ten bag
mother. We were halfway through our song when ¢herflowing with groceries, some cash, and a $275

ift

mother broke down, burying her face in her hantwd to Target for presents! When we arrived that night,

When our song ended, she explained the difficult time family had just returned from a long, emotional d
that her family is going through. We were able to pedythe hospital. We were devastated to hear about
for her and her family right there on her snowy fréni t t | e boyodés ter minal i
steps. We left that family with hugs and kisses, knowlihgd to have had the opportunity to use our Spanis

ay
the
I

h to

that the Lord has led us there that evening. get to know this sweet family. prof. Kim CronenSpanish
8




