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O n a warm spring day in 2005, I graduated from 

the ESL Education program at Northwestern 

college. I felt as though the world was before me, and 

it was! During my four-year ESL program I spent 

two summers teaching in Sudan, a full semester 

working with World Relief of MN, and volunteered 

during a semester abroad in Egypt. Now it was time 

to take all my intense educational study and those 

short-term experiences and convert them into an ad-

venture of a lifetime that is only just beginning. 

       Immediately after graduation, I taught at Minne-

sota Internship Center, a charter high school that ser-

vices primarily new Somali immigrants. (Getting a 

taste of Africa right here in Minneapolis was amaz-

ing.) As I made the ten-minute commute to work 

each morning, I felt as though I were warping into 

another country in another world. The job was chal-

lenging, and my students were incredible. 

       After a year in this hybrid American/African 

context, I decided to make the move to the real conti-

nent of Africa. My next year in Sudan teaching with a 

local college and English institute network was hot, 

sandy, tiring, yet exceedingly rewarding. I left my 

Honda Civic in America for a daily rickshaw ride and 

a crowded Sudanese bus. I had the chance to write a 

content-based ESL instruction unit while working 

from dawn to dusk with some of the friendliest and  

 American, African, & Arabian Adventures 
by Jerehmy Owen  ESL Ed, 2005 

from dawn to dusk with some of the friendliest, most 

respectful students I had ever encountered. After a 

solid year of a Sudanese adventure, I made the best 

decision of my life by asking my then-girlfriend of 

three years to be my wife. Astoundingly, she said yes, 

bringing my adventure to a whole new level. With 

three weeks of marriage under our belts, we hopped 

on a plane and landed in the Arabian Peninsulaôs 

country of Oman.  

       The change from Sudan to Oman was huge! The 

seemingly disorderly craziness of Sudan now toned 

down to a much more structured and sophisticated 

routine: teaching at a local college and daily tea-time 

visits with my students and colleagues, followed up 

by weekend trips to the desert. It was wonderful to 

develop new friendships and to experience this vi-

brant culture. One of my favorite memories was in-

viting my students to our house after the first semes-

ter to introduce them to the American cowboy food 

called ñchili.ò They had never had anything like it, 

and most of them loved it! 

       I then returned to America and earned my Mas-

terôs of Education from the University of Minnesota 

and we spent a year in the Arabian Peninsula. I now 

work with an English for Business consulting com-

pany which brings  

Jerehmy Owen and friends share a greeting.  

Jerehmy Owen with men from his small group. Adventures continued on page 4.  
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From the Department Chair: 
       When I attended a conference in Singapore a few years ago, I took pleasure in using 

Taiwanese, Mandarin Chinese and English with people in the course of a day: for example, 

Taiwanese (or Hokkien) with the taxi driver, Mandarin Chinese with the store clerk, and 

English with other conference delegates.  Most Singaporeans are fluent in at least two or 

three of the five major languages: Hokkien, Mandarin Chinese, English, Tamil and Malay, 

the last four being the official languages of this island nation. Growing up in Taiwan, I 

spoke Taiwanese and Mandarin Chinese, and studied English and Spanish in school. 

Learning a new language was simply a part of life. Bilingualism or multilingualism is the norm in Taiwan or 

Singapore, as it is in most of the world. 

      Here in the U.S. some people lament the American monolingual phenomenon while others have misgiv-

ings about the increasing linguistic diversity of our nation. Politics aside, the bottom line is, double your lan-

guages, double your opportunities--opportunities for employment, for career advancement, for effective cross-

cultural ministries, and for travel enrichment. Some may even argue that learning another language expands 

oneôs intellectual capacities and creates greater mental flexibility. 

      In this 2011 edition of Connections, the common thread in the stories by our alums, students, and faculty 

is the experience of language learning and teaching, and the amazing adventures and ministries this experi-

ence effects. I hope you find these stories enjoyable and inspiring. 

      Language learning is, in fact, an adventure in itself. If you are currently enrolled in a language course, I 

applaud you and encourage you to take time to enjoy the scents, colors, sounds, tastes, and textures of the lan-

guage and culture you are acquiring.  Language learning affords you the opportunity to step into the lives, 

minds, and hearts of another people and their cultures. If you are not currently enrolled in a language course, I 

invite you to commence your language learning adventure in the coming semester. You will be glad that you 

did! In the meantime, check out one of the language clubs at NWC and join in for the fun and a foretaste of 

the adventure.         Dr. Feng-Ling Margaret Johnson 

Language and Culture Clubs 

Arabic 
 

   Timothy Daggett 

tjdaggett@students.nwc.edu   

Olga Lelyukh  

ovlelyukh@students.nwc.edu 

    Prof. David Wilson 

dewilson@nwc.edu 

Chinese 

 

   Marie Abeler 

 meabeler@students.nwc.edu 

   Emily Wong 

ejwong@students.nwc.edu 

   Prof. Hongna Bystrom 

hrbystrom@nwc.edu 

Russian 

 

   Miranda Pederson 
mmpederson@students.nwc.edu 

   Allison Roberts  

amroberts@students.nwc.edu   

Dr. Matthew Miller  

mlmiller@nwc.edu 

 

Spanish 

 

   Elizabeth Gazelka  

eagazelka@students.nwc.edu 

   Brenda Velasquez 

bavelasquez@students.nwc.edu 

Prof. Kimberly Cronen 

kmcronen@nwc.edu 
 

If you would like more information about these clubs or events, please contact the leaders listed for each.  

RUSSIAN DAY : JAN 25 

DEPARTMENT  WINTER  PARTY : JAN 25, 5:15, STUDENT CENTER 392 

BREAKOUT  CHAPEL : JAN 31, YOUDERIAN: ñNEW TOOLS FOR LANGUAGE LEARNINGò  

CHINESE DAY : FEB. 4 

ARABIC  DAY : FEB. 25 

Upcoming Events 
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Department Events 

FALL  PARTY :  

   At this annual event, students and faculty gathered for an evening of fun with 

friends. Many wore international attire, and all enjoyed cultural food and music.  

Right: Students and faculty at the Fall Party.   

Top Left: Elizabeth  Gazelka, Prof Kim Cronen, 

and Miranda Pederson in international attire.    

Bottom Left: Professor Gianoulis, Professor Wil-

son, and Dr. Johnson were happy to greet dept 

students and faculty. 

BREAKOUT  CHAPELS:  

Oct. 22 - Dr. John Mayer shared his extensive 

knowledge of the demographics of the Twin Cities and his thoughtful view of the 

biblical response to immigration. As he said, ñYou canôt do the óprayer, care, and 

shareô unless you know theyôre there.ò 

Nov. 10 - Mr. Jed Hamoud shared his testimony of Godôs power in his life. He 

was born in a Bedouin tribe in the Middle East, raised in a Christian orphanage, 

and now lives in the U.S. and serves with Kids International. 

Nov. 12 - Spanish Praise Chapel. Over a hundred people gathered to sing, wor-

ship, and pray in Spanish (with English subtitles) as a part of Spanish Day. 

Dec. 3 - Multilingual Christmas Caroling. Over 180 people came to sing fa-

miliar Christmas songs in a dozen languages! Thanks to all who led or partici-

WORLD  LANGUAGE  DAY : SPANISH 

   On Spanish day, signs were placed around campus to identify common objects (such as ñla rocaò on the rock 

and ñla puertaò on doors). Caf® Naz served Mexican food, and people ate and conversed at ñSpanish-Only 

Conversation Tables.ò All of the Spanish events made the first World Language Day a success!  
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ESL Seniors attended MinneTESOL Conference 
The seniors in the ESL Methods class attended the 2010 conference for Min-

nesota Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages.  

       ñ[My] second session was with Dr. Johnson, ñStories of Our Name. It 

was a great reminder to keep in mind that we can connect with students [by] 

just knowing the meaning of [their] names.ò -Priscilla Martinez  

       ñI had a blast at MinneTESOL!  Overall, the most important theme that I 

got out of the day was that we are not alone as ESL teachers. We are part of a 

larger community of ESL professionals 

and can go to them for help and training.ò -Miriam Hoeksema 

       ñI left MinneTESOL feeling more connected to the teaching profession 

and with a better understanding of what it means to be a professional in our 

field.ò -Sarah Carter   

       ñI really enjoyed MinneTESOL. It was comforting and encouraging to 

see all the teachers there and hear their struggles and discoveries of great solu-

tions to their struggles in the classroom.ò -Naomi Ready  

ESL seniors wearing Language Days T-shirts. 
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W hat is the best 

part of teaching 

Beginning Arabic at 

Northwestern this year? 

       Sharing stories. I do 

more than that, of course. 

I try to keep the vision 

that maybe the people in 

this class will end up 

working with Arabic 

speakers someday.  

You and your wife lived 

in Jordan for 12 years. Would you share a memory 

from your time in the Middle East?  

       There was a young Muslim man who passed by our 

house on his way to school. He knew we were Chris-

tians, and that intrigued him. For the better part of a 

year, he would come by 2-3 times a week and we would 

have all manner of discussion.  

       One night, I was dead tired after a long trip back 

from a year-long home assignment in the United States. 

Then I heard a knock, and there was this young man at 

the door. We hugged, and he said, ñFather 

of Michael,ò (that is what I was called, Michael being 

our oldest son.) ñFather of Michael, America has been 

good to you!ò He apparently had noticed that I'd gained 

a little weight over the year.  

       Well, we laughed at that, and then he told me, 

ñWhile you were away I trusted Christ as my Savior.ò        

When I heard that, I was ready to fly! Then our visits 

became more discipleship. I was even able to baptize 

my friend, though we had to be careful because we 

couldnôt risk the police seeing his baptism! 

  What is the best book youôve read recently? 

       I just finished a wonderful book called Next 

Christians by Gabe Lyons. Itôs about how people 

from the outside look at us Christians and how 

Christians need to not judge but respond to people. 

       I think the best book for witnessing to Muslims 

is The Camel, which uses verses from the Quran and 

talks about Jesus. That really breaks down walls, 

because you can enter a conversation by building 

bridges with their scripture.  

  What was your favorite food in Jordan?  

       Hummus with pita bread. I would get hummus 

in a bowl from a local restaurant down the street, 

and cut up some onions, cucumber and tomatoes, 

and make a whole meal out of itðI can eat until, 

well, almost until the cows come home!  

  Whatôs one way youôve seen God working in 

ministry with Arabic speakers?  

       I have heard there are thousands of Muslims 

coming to Christ monthly. If thatôs true, thatôs a  

phenomenal statistic! Theyôre starting small groups 

ï much like the early church ï where 10-12 people 

will get together and meet to talk about Jesus. They 

call themselves ñJesus-follower Muslims.ò They go 

to their mosques, but they pray to Jesus, so they are 

staying in their culture. God is really working in that 

with Arabic speakers.  

 

Faculty Spotlight: Professor David Wilson 

...brings me into hundreds of local workplaces to teach 

tailor-made curriculum to their staff. After a few years, 

we hope to have our own educational consulting com-

pany which will offer services all over the region. 

     All together, these last five years adventuring 

abroad have been intoxicating. My wife and I have 

built lifelong relationships with locals who now hold an 

unmovable place in our hearts. This is just the begin-

ning of this adventure which will hopefully turn into 

many years serving among the peoples of the Middle 

East. Maybe this article will spark the beginning of 

your adventure abroad. But be ready: once you con-

nect with 

the hospi-

tality and 

v ibrancy 

of the 

M i d d l e 

East, your 

world will 

never be 

the same. 

òAdventuresó continued from page 1  
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Creating Connections with China 

      Hall is now working with a Private Equity group 

(prometheusasia.com) that specifically focuses on 

US-China collaboration.  He has been able to main-

tain an independent contractor role with the Trade 

Office and still endorse the state for further engage-

ment and opportunities with China.  

        Hall writes, ñChina, and Hong Kong, for that 

matter, certainly is a different world than Roseville, 

MN, or even the USA in general.  When you see 1.4 

billion people all working so hard for opportunity 

and advancement, you feel a deep challenge to give 

more and see these two nations become better 

friends.   

       ñWhatôs most exciting about what I do is the 

ability to work for people that are very established 

and successful, yet are keen on bettering the US-

Chinese relationship for the future of our world. 

This is something I deeply believe in.  It is insanely 

challenging at times, yet I feel God has opened 

doors and blessed me with the opportunity to give 

myself to a cause I believe in. Of course, all of this 

is in a different world where people speak a differ-

ent language. . . .I have come to learn that if any 

white man tells you he's fluent in Mandarin, he is 

probably lying.  Yet, we all continue to learn, and of 

course, this education began at NWC through 

Honga Bystrom's teaching and challenges to explore 

a new world.ò  

B ill Hall, a 2010 International Business Major 

graduate of Northwestern, recently worked in 

Hong Kong for the North Dakota Trade Office 

(NDTO), serving as the Chinese Representative for a 

statewide trade mission to China. Delegates from 

North Dakota were all throughout China from March 

22-28, 2010. Hallôs role was to be a liaison between 

the Chinese and North Dakota's key companies and 

exporters.  As this liaison, he worked to find and de-

velop beneficial relationships and opportunities that 

to improve the state's exports. 

       North Dakota is targeting long lasting partner-

ships and relationships with the Chinese people. This 

will ultimately drive the state's exports and boost the 

local economy.  The Trade Mission was a good suc-

cess with much traction in the energy, education, and 

import / export realm for the state's commodities.   

       Hall said, ñI have been incredibly blessed to 

have this opportunity.  I have fallen in love with 

China, and am thankful for the years I had at NWC 

to develop this love and dream.  Through my Chi-

nese class with Professor Bystrom and the mentoring 

Professor Chuck Kuivinen provided, I was both chal-

lenged and equipped to pursue my dreams in China.   

       ñI believe that having staff and faculty that sup-

port and encourage you makes all the difference. I 

am truly grateful for the support the Northwestern 

program has given me.ò 
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Language Moments:  òKleenex in my bodyó 
A graduateõs memorable classroom experience 

 

       As an ESL teacher, my students often become very confused with 
words that have multiple meanings.  This happened one day as I was 
working with a group of 4th grade beginners.  We were reading a non-
fiction text about how our bodies are make up of cells and how cells 
work together to form body tissue, tissue forms organs, etc. We had just 
read the paragraph that introduced the concept that cells work together 
and when they work together they are called body tissue. 
      As soon as we read that section, one boy stood up (as he often did) 
and said, "No, that's not true. I don't have Kleenex in my body." 
  "That is right, you do not have Kleenex in your body.  Let's go back to 
the book and see if we can figure out what 'tissue' is." 

                                            Julianna Scheumann, ESL Ed 2005 

WEõRE ON 

Search for 

 òNWC Department 

 of World Languagesó  

to join our group!  
 

News! Photos!  

Events! Friends! 
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Dr. Miller, History & Russian 

 Melissa Warner, Psychology, 2012 

Summer in Moscow 

T his summer, Dr. Matthew Miller (history and 

Russian professor) was an advisor on a trip to 

Moscow, Russia with an interdisciplinary research 

program for Minnesota students. Six students from 

the University of Minnesota and Melissa Warner, a 

student from NWC, studied in Russia for two months.  

       The program is called SPAN, or Strategic Part-

ners Among Nations. Each student designs a project 

with assistance from advisors from their department. 

After returning from Russia, students write a substan-

tial research paper (approximately fifty pages) to de-

scribe their findings. This work will earn eight semes-

ter hours of credit for the participants.  

       In addition to carrying out a research project, stu-

dents enrolled in language courses at the Pushkin 

Russian Language Institute, lived in the schoolôs resi-

dence hall, and explored Moscow and the surround-

ing region. 

       While on the trip, Dr. Miller and the SPAN stu-

dents experienced an unusual summer for Moscow, 

with record-breaking heat, drought, and smog. How-

ever, the participants were still grateful for their time 

in Russia. Dr. Miller writes, ñA highlight of this trip 

was a tour to the Winter Palace of the emperors, 

home of the Hermitage, one of the worldôs finest art 

museums. The jewel of the collection is a room filled 

with twenty six paintings by Rembrandt van Rijn, 

including the famous Prodigal Son. I lived in this city 

in 1990-

1991, and 

it was a 

pleasure to return. A few things have changed!ò 

       Dr. Miller led tours of the following sites: The 

Kremlin, a medieval fortress which surrounds Rus-

siaôs presidential offices and a stunning collection of 

Orthodox cathedrals; the Russian State Library, one 

of the worldôs largest research librariesðand storage 

facility for mountains of Soviet propaganda; Novode-

vichy Monastery and Cemetery, which holds the 

graves of Boris Yeltsin, Nikita Khrushchev, Anton 

Chekhov, and others; Izmailovo Market, where you 

can buy anything from a fur hat to an antique oil 

painting; and the Cathedral of Christ the Savior, 

the worldôs largest Orthodox church building. Josef 

Stalin ordered its destruction in 1931 and planned to 

build a mammoth Communist monument. World War 

II interfered, so the government later decided to build 

the worldôs largest swimming pool. The mayor of 

Moscow recently ordered the rebuilding of the cathe-

dralðtoday it stands as a controversial symbol of 

Russiaôs rebirth. 

       Dr. Miller added, ñthe most sobering day of my 

trip was a visit to Butovo, a small field outside Mos-

cow where Joseph Stalinôs political police executed 

and buried over 20,000 people.ò 

       ñIt was also a pleasure to worship with Moscow 

Bible Church and learn about recent 

ministry progress. My family wor-

shipped and served with this congrega-

tion from 1997-2008,ò said Dr. Miller. 

       Melissa Warner is a junior psychol-

ogy major at Northwestern. While in 

Russia, she researched the Russian pro-

grams available to women and children 

who need shelter.  She was able to con-

nect with people in these organizations 

and to build relationships with students 

from the University of Minnesota.  

       If you are interested in hearing 

more about the experience, contact Dr. 

Miller at mlmiller@nwc.edu. 

        

Dr. Miller, Melissa Warner, and two students from the U of M at the Summer Palace 

of the Russian emperors at Petrodvorets (outside St. Petersburg). 

6 
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Lydia OõBryne Spanish, 2013 My Spanish Saved a Life 

I t was the last day of fall break.  I was in Roches-

ter, MN babysitting my nieces and nephew when 

I heard a knock at the door.  I looked out the window 

and recognized the woman as one of the ladies that 

lived in my brotherôs cul-de-sac, so I let my nephew 

answer the door.  I heard him trying to explain that 

his mom wasnôt home, so I went over to help. 

       The woman looked at me and asked, ñHablas 

español?ò  Well, I had taken some Spanish in high 

school and was now in a Spanish class at Northwest-

ern, so I said, ñSí, hablo español.ò She told me that 

they didnôt have a phone at their house, that they 

were from Venezuela, and that she didnôt know how 

to speak any English. Using Spanish and hand ges-

tures, she said that her husband was having a heart 

attack, had a high fever, and wasnôt making any 

sense in what he was saying.   

  

       I assisted the woman by call-

ing the ambulance and then calling 

her daughter and telling her that 

she needed to come home.  When 

the ambulance got to the house 

moments later, I went over and 

helped translate between the 

woman and the ambulance crew, who took the man 

to the Mayo Clinic. About ten minutes later, their 

daughter came home, and I was able to explain what 

had happened and give her directions to the clinic. 

       I was so thrilled that God had put me in the right 

place at the right time and that He helped me re-

member the Spanish I had learned. I praise and 

thank God for his help to me in saving this manôs 

life.  The man is home now and I am very thankful 

that I was there to help him and his family out. 

Sweet Sevilla: Studentõs Semester in Spain 

L iving in a European, Spanish-speaking city is 

about as far from normal as I could have gone. 

However, Iôve found this city, its people and this pro-

gram to be a wonderful place to learn, change, and 

stretch myself. I hope to work as an interpreter when I 

graduate this coming spring, and when I leave Sevilla 

in just under two months, I will have prepared myself 

for more than just a job. 

      I knew studying 

abroad would be hard, 

though full of great ex-

periences, too. Everyone 

I talked to before I left 

was full of admiration, 

telling me how smart I 

was for planning this 

while Iôm still young, 

how brave I was for be-

ing willing to live overseas, and how lucky I was to 

have such an opportunity. As the time got closer, how-

ever, I felt the opposite, because I was the one actually 

going. And then I got on the plane. I was right; study-

ing abroad is hard. The highlight in all of that is that is 

that the staff, professors, and host families are willing 

to do so much to share that burden of difficulty. Yes, 

itôs hard to change cultures, but they offer them-

selves in order to lighten our loads, enabling us to 

better appreciate the great experiences. And no, Iôm 

not trying to get brownie points. Itôs true. The stu-

dents are all well-cared for. Without these people, 

the program would be lacking. 

       Another big highlight for me has been just liv-

ing in a city like Sevilla. The pace of life here is 

wonderful, so tranquil and relaxed. It drove me crazy 

for about a day, and then I decided to enjoy it. Since 

then, itôs been heaven. How often in my life will I 

have a scheduled naptime? Probably never again. 

The city itself is also full of history and great things 

to see and take in. I never get tired of learning more 

about where I live, finding the places that we learn 

about in class. For as big as it is, Sevilla has a great 

small-town feeling. And personally, I think my 

neighborhood, Triana, is one of the best in Sevilla. 

Finally, Iôve learned something important that has 

become a highlight for me. Like with most new ex-

periences, thereôs a choice involved in living here: 

you can accept the changes and decide to like them, 

or you can fight them and settle for being miserable. 

Itôs a good life lesson, and Sevilla gives everyone 

who visits the option to face it. Philippians 4:12-13 

Katie Walder 

 Spanish & Linguistics, 2011 

An excerpt from: http://acentosis.blogspot.com/  

Katieõs personal blog: http://sweetsevilla.blogspot.com/   

http://acentosis.blogspot.com/
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Stephanie Morgan  

ESL Ed, 2011 

C olorful, flowing fabric, milky-brown faces, and 

warm cups of chai tea with lots of sugarïthese 

are just a few of the memories that come to mind 

when I think of the time I spent building relationships 

with students at Somali Adult Literacy Training 

(S.A.L.T.).  When I began volunteering in 2006, it  a 

very small group of tutors and teachers came weekly 

to facilitate evening English classes for Somali adults. 

We came together faithfully to pray for the students, 

learn about Somali culture, and receive tutor training 

so that when we worked with the students we would 

be better equipped to teach English and build long-

lasting friendships. After a few short weeks, I met 

some of the Somali women who were coming to get 

help with their high school classes. I felt a strong con-

nection with one young woman, and for the next few 

years I was so blessed to get to know her and her fam-

ily. In addition to seeing my friend and her family 

each Thursday night at S.A.L.T., I was welcomed into 

their home for tea and samobosas on many occasions.  

       The joy that came from tutoring and teaching at 

S.A.L.T. was priceless, and something the LORD 

taught me during my time of service there comes from 

Acts 20:35, which says, ñIn everything I did, I  

showed you that by this kind of hard work we must 

must help the weak, remembering the words the 

Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give 

than to receive.'" Truly, the students that I met were 

so grateful; many of them work during the day (at 

home or in a formal job) and spend another two hours 

receiving English instruction at night. They learned 

Connecting with Somali Neighbors 
English much faster 

than I was able to learn 

Somali and were very 

eager to learn.  

      Ardo, a 60 year- 

old woman who was in 

Intermediate English 

with me was just as 

eager to teach others as 

she was to learn. I will never forget the day I was 

teaching students how to say ñI, you, we, they, uséò. 

As I was using gestures and pointing to help students 

understand the different tenses, she stopped me and 

said, ñTeacheréò. She then proceeded to make my 

same gestures, except instead of using English words 

she used the appropriate Somali word.  

       Some Somali words that I learned along the way 

that are very useful are: 

         mahadsanid             thank you 

         halwa                         sweet    

         habeen wanaagsan good evening 

         fadlan                         please 

         *magacaa?             what is your name?  

         Nabadeey             goodbye 

       *the ócô is silent and the óaaô is pronounced twice  

          as long because there are 2 of them. 

      If you are interested in getting involved with 

S.A.L.T. please visit http://www.worldreliefmn.org/for

-churches/somali-adult-literacy-training-salt/ and if 

you have any questions about the ministry please feel 

free to ask! My email is samorgan@students.nwc.edu. 

NWC Spanish Class Shares Christmas Joy 
     Early in December, my Spanish students and I 

learned a dozen Christmas carols in Spanish and went 

caroling in a Minneapolis neighborhood.  At the last 

house, we were greeted by a cheerful, chubby-cheeked 

child.  The four-year-old, smiling and jumping excit-

edly, called to his family as we sang. Soon, he was 

joined by other children and their Spanish-speaking 

mother. We were halfway through our song when the 

mother broke down, burying her face in her hands. 

When our song ended, she explained the difficult time 

that her family is going through.  We were able to pray 

for her and her family right there on her snowy front 

steps. We left that family with hugs and kisses, knowing 

that the Lord has led us there that evening. 

     The next day, as my students reflected on the experi-

ence in class, we had the idea of dropping off some 

Christmas cookies for the family.  The idea grew, and 

other students and faculty in the department participated, 

too!  A week later, my students delivered homemade 

cookies, numerous notes of encouragement, a poinsettia 

plant, a special gift for the four-year-old, over ten bags 

overflowing with groceries, some cash, and a $275 gift 

card to Target for presents! When we arrived that night, 

the family had just returned from a long, emotional day 

at the hospital.  We were devastated to hear about the 

little boyôs terminal illness but, felt privileged and hum-

bled to have had the opportunity to use our Spanish to 

get to know this sweet family. Prof. Kim Cronen, Spanish 


